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PRESS STATEMENT  

Top European Ice Age sites connected as Kents Cavern unveils new 

interactive Stone Age quest for young people 

Launch Event: Wednesday 26th November 2014 - 9:30-10:00 (GMT) 

  

Wednesday 19
th

 November 2014 

As schoolchildren across the UK start to learn about Britain’s Stone Age, Kents 

Cavern, one of Britain’s most important prehistoric sites and once home to Neanderthals, 

unveils a new trans-European interactive Ice Age educational game.   Controlled by touch-

screen and connected via the web to other famous European prehistoric sites, the game 

takes young people on a journey comparing Europe today to Ice Age Europe with no 

frontiers.  The technology has been supplied to Kents Cavern by the Neanderthal Museum in 

Germany. 

 



The project was made possible by the German state of North Rhine-Westphalia and 

developed for the Ice Age Europe Network by the Education Team at the museum in the 

Neander Valley, the site where Neanderthals were first identified.  Kents Cavern, open to 

the public all year,  is a founding member of Ice Age Europe (www.ice-age-europe.eu), the 

network of Europe’s most important prehistoric sites associated with ancient human 

occupation.  

The Kents Cavern terminal will be unveils on Wednesday 26
th

 November 2014 9:30 

to 10:00 (GMT) by Jayne Stroud, Executive Director of the Torquay based TTPL (The Training 

Partnership Ltd), a market leader in European Work Experience, using a replica prehistoric 

flint hand axe to “cut the ribbon”.  As the same time, via the live-chat feature, there will be 

interaction with the Neanderthal Museum in Mettmann near Dusseldorf where Dr Angelica 

Schwall-Düren, Minister for Federal Affairs, Europe and Media of North Rhine-Westphalia, 

will officially inaugurate the terminals. 

The terminals allow students of all ages to a play dice game across a virtual map of 

Europe answering questions about Europe today and Europe with no boundaries during the 

Ice Age, highlighting the location of the most important sites of ancient human occupation, 

including Kents Cavern, where astonishing evidence of, not one but three, different human 

species has been found. The system has a live chat feature and an online photo-postcard to 

connect visitors at the prehistoric sites and museums in Europe. 

Nick Powe, Director of Kents Cavern said: “Ice Age Europe is a unique trans-

European partnership, founded on ancient human heritage, and aimed at raising the profile 

of prehistoric cultures across Europe. This is a great project not only for young people in 

Britain, as the Stone Age is, for the first time, included in the UK history National Curriculum 

for all 7-11 year olds, but also for students from Europe visiting and learning English in South 

Devon.  It gives visitors to Kents Cavern an insight into Europe today and the very different 

Ice Age landscape that existed when people used the caves and surrounding Geopark during 

the Stone Age.” 

Jayne Stroud, Executive Director of the Training Partnership said: “I am delighted to 

be inaugurating this trans-European connection at Kents Cavern.  The prehistoric human 

story at Kents Cavern is truly European and this new terminal gives young people, and 

adults, an insight to the European community which is so vital to our business in Torquay.” 

-ENDS- 



 

NOTES TO EDITOR 

• For further information, including filming or for any other interview or photography requests please 

contact Nick Powe by e-mail: nickpowe@kents-cavern.co.uk 

• About Kents Cavern  - www.kents-cavern.co.uk 

Kents Cavern is the most important prehistoric cave sites in Britain open to the public.  It has the highest 
level of state protection as a Scheduled Ancient Monument and is a nature conservation site (SSSI).  
The cave made international headlines in November 2011 when a human jawbone was dated at over 
41,000 years old, making it the oldest human fossil in northwestern Europe.  During 2014 the Kents 
Cavern fossil was on display at the Natural History Museum London in “Britain: 1 million years of the 
human story” and has now returned to Torquay Museum. 

Kents Cavern is recognised by UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation) as a key gateway site for the English Riviera Global Geopark, a designation awarded to 
100 territories across the world with outstanding geology and high cultural heritage value.  

The Kents Cavern Foundation is a charitable organisation delivering education, scientific research and 

conservation at the caverns.  It recently received funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for 

Project Firestone, a project to encourage the general public to identify, look after and celebrate the 

exceptional prehistoric heritage in the area and in particular the ancient human occupation of Kents 

Cavern. 

 

• About the Ice Age Europe Network   www.ice-age-europe.eu  

 

The Ice Age is one of the most fascinating periods in early human history. The foundations of our culture 

today were established during more than two million years of Ice Age history; its relicts are among the 

key testimonies of our cultural heritage and of human development.  

 

Some of the most important Ice Age heritage sites are located in Europe, where human remains and 

rock art have been revealed, as well as campsites and living areas containing many exceptional finds. 

The importance of the sites is reflected in the fact that an increasing number of them have been 

declared UNESCO World Heritage Sites. UNESCO has even launched a special program known as 

HEADS (Human Evolution: Adaptations, Dispersals and Social Developments) to promote this Ice Age 

heritage.  

 

• About the Training Partnership - www.ttpl-uk.com 

The Training Partnership is based in Torquay and is one of the UK's market leaders in European Work 
Experience (all sectors of work) a Premier Provider in the field of EU Vocational Training, Educational 
Programmes or Technical Visits - tailor made and designed for individuals, students, groups and 
Educational organisations. 

 

Facebook.com/kentscavern  @kents_cavern 

 


